
A VIP 
MAN 

Infusion’s Ginger S caught up with David King-
Underwood, VIP Room’s General Manager and the man 
who makes running a 500 capacity club look easy  

How did you get started in management for nightclubs? I’ve 
been in hospitality for 11 years, I started off working behind bars. 
Then I became bar manager, and then moved into restaurants. I first 
started in Dubai at OKKU in 2010, then Movida opened in late 2012. 
The brand is from London then it took over Thursday night. I became 
bar manager. The group opened VIP Room and they pulled me in to 
structure and organize the nightclub. I’ve been the VIP Room general 
manager for almost 2 years. 

Can you share something that we may not know? I created 
the Hobo Concept, a little boutique club in a super cool venue. 
Now it is run by Movida management. I have also been in charge of 
building and opening up both Toko and Sass Café. Both of them are 
franchises, Toko from Sydney and Sass from Monaco.

What inspired you to move to Dubai? I felt that I needed a 
changed. I applied and was called in immediately. I packed up my life 
within 10 days. It showed that I can do anything I put my mind to.

What do General Managers do? Everything from marketing 
strategies, operations, bar, cash management, the P&L (Profit & Loss) 
of the venue, looking at the reservations, making sure everyone is 
doing their job. The music is very important and what type of DJs 
are playing. Maintaining that level of service once people go through 
reception. Maintaining that same experience. We have a high 
standard level of service. We have to be the best.



VIP Room, JW Marriott Marquis, Business Bay, Sheikh Zayed 
Road, facebook.com/VipRoomDubai, 052 881 8888

What’s the proudest 
achievement that you gained 
in being the General Manager 
at VIP? We have won best club 
and best event awards and 
we did the Lil Wayne event. I 
organized everything for the 
event set-up. Won the award 
from Time Out. We organized 
that event in 5 days. We won the 
Highly recommended best club 
last year and Best newcomer 
from Ahlan and Time Out.

With so many nightclubs 
in Dubai, how are you able 
to maintain the prestige of 
VIP Room? VIP Room is a very 
famous brand from France. 
We run our own nights. We 
don’t let 3rd parties run our 
nights. Tuesday, Thursdays 
and Fridays. We manage these 
nights. We are always bringing 
different DJs, different artists. 
We pride ourselves in having 
a high standard venue and a 

nice looking crowd. They are 
going to get the same friendly 
service every time. We have 
friendly staff, good music, great 
atmosphere. We also maintain 
safety of the nightclub. Safety 
of the venue and people. No 
undesirable characters are in the 
club. We get a lot of problems 
when we don’t let certain people 
in. We do it because we have to 
maintain the classy element. The 
ratio is always mixed. Minimum 
50/50 ratio. No hip-hop attire. 
We maintain dress code and the 
quality of our venue.

Where do you see VIP Room 
in the future? I think it will 
still be around being one of the 
premium venues in Dubai. There 
are still a lot more venues. We 
have market experience and we 
haven’t dropped down. We are 
still strong over 500 people every 
single night. It’s almost full every 
night.


